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I am an American from Chicago, and I have been a teacher my entire adult life. After receiving my Bachelor of Music Education degree, I was an Instrumental Music teacher for three years at the secondary school level before returning to academia to further my studies. After completing my Master of Arts degree, I began teaching at the university level – primarily as an instructor of jazz studies.

After more than a decade of university teaching, my priorities started to evolve. Music performance and composition started to become more important to me, so I gave up full-time teaching to embark on a career as a professional musician. Little did I know that my decision would soon lead to a dramatic change in my life.
In the summer of 2003, I was invited to teach at an international jazz workshop in Krakow. This was my first visit to Poland, and I felt immediately drawn to Krakow and its people. After returning to America, I found myself longing for life in Poland – so after several return visits, I finally left Chicago and settled here in 2008.

Since a career as a jazz saxophonist was out of the question, I opted to return to my educational roots...this time teaching English. After earning my CELTA certificate, I began to teach at a private language school just outside of Krakow. This experience was eye-opening for me – I noticed that Polish students were much more dedicated to learning than Americans. For the first time in a long time, teaching was gratifying for me again.

I was also surprised to discover the similarities between music and language. Early on, I realized that music is a language in its own right – it features vocabulary, phrasing, even idioms. And in many ways, language is similar to music – each time you communicate with someone, you're actually performing for them. After teaching English for four years, I'm convinced that my musical background is just as beneficial in the classroom as my educational experience. I trust you'll appreciate my diversity as well as my passion for teaching.
